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Join Us for the 21st Annual Cancer Survivors Celebration!

C

ancer survivors, caregivers, and oncology medical
professionals are invited to connect and re-unite with each
other at the 21st Annual Cancer Survivors Celebration
hosted by the Northeast Regional Cancer Institute.
This year, participants can choose between two locations/
dates for the event. Survivors Celebration will be held on
September 21, 2013 at Kirby Park in Wilkes-Barre from 12pm –
2pm and on September 28th at McDade Park in Scranton from
10am – 12pm.
The highlight of this year’s celebrations will be the “Circle
of Survivors.” This activity will allow those in attendance the
opportunity to share a thought or inspirational message about
Cancer survivors, caregivers, and healthcare
professionals participate in the "Circle of
their cancer experience. Individuals who have participated in
Survivors" during the 2012 Cancer Survivors
the “Circle of Survivors” in the past have found it to be a very
Celebration at Kirby Park in Wilkes-Barre.
meaningful activity. Some participants simply thank their loved
ones or doctors, others might share a funny anecdote, some share something very insightful, and other
people choose not to say anything at all. Regardless of how someone participates, the strong feeling of
connection and support touches everyone.
"It was the most rewarding experience I have ever had. The love that was shared was remarkable
and overwhelming," said Georgette Mecca, who is Co-Chair of the planning committee for this year’s event,
along with Mary Erwine, RN, MSN and Joseph G. Ferguson, Esq.
Before and after the “Circle of Survivors” activity, guests will be able to partake in light refreshments
and sign a survivor’s banner. Conversation and connection are also encouraged as everyone is given
an event program that doubles as an autograph book. Those who attend will also be able to pick up an
awareness ribbon and commemorative pin as keepsakes.
To register for the event, or for more information, please call the Northeast Regional Cancer
Institute at 1-800-424-6724 or visit www.cancernepa.org. Please respond prior to September 13th.

New Cancer Institute Website Launches!

The Cancer Institute launched its brand new website in July
2013. Be sure to check out the new, user-friendly design to learn
more about Cancer Institute services, special events, local cancer
statistics, and much more!
WWW.CANCERNEPA.ORG

Friends & Family of Nancy McCormick Raise Funds In Her Memory

S

ince 2008, the Northeast Regional Cancer Institute has
been the grateful recipient of a portion of the proceeds from
the Annual Nancy McCormick Memorial Volleyball
Tournament. This local fundraiser is hosted each year during
Memorial Day Weekend by a group of family and friends of the
late Nancy McCormick, a teacher, loving wife, and mother of five
who lost her life to colon cancer. Over the past six years, the group
has donated an amazing total of approximately $23,000 to support
Cancer Institute programming! Recently, Cancer Institute staff sat
down with some of the members of the planning committee to talk
about their efforts.
The idea to hold a volleyball tournament in
Nancy’s memory originated from Margy and Frank
Rainey, who were Nancy’s neighbors and friends.
“Our families played volleyball together for
years, and it was always a lot of fun,” said Margy.
Ironically, when asked to talk a bit about
Nancy herself, the first comment was in regards to her
volleyball skills.
“She was not really any good at volleyball,” said
Erin Kreis, one of Nancy’s 13 siblings.
“She knew she was bad, but she didn’t want
anyone else to know,” agreed Shamus McCormick,
Nancy’s son.
As everyone laughed about this memory, the
group also agreed that Nancy had a great sense of
humor and loved having fun. These are traits that
underscore the nature of the tournament, making
it more about having a good time than serious
competition. “It’s volleyball the way my Mom played
it, just for fun,” said Shamus.
“We have prizes for things like the best dressed
team and team name,” added Adam McCormick,
another one of Nancy’s sons.
Perhaps the portion of Nancy’s personality
that has had the most effect on her loved ones was
her penchant to be involved in their lives and the
community.
“She was very active on the parent-teachers
associations, and she was so involved in the community
that it was important to us to make a difference in the
area,” said Adam.
This belief in the importance of contributing
to the community is what led the group to choose
the Northeast Regional Cancer Institute as one of the

recipients of
the tournament
proceeds.
“The fact
that the money
will stay in the
area was the
big thing,” said
Jan Needham,
Nancy’s sister.
When
asked about
what the long- Members of the Nancy McCormick Volleyball
Tournament Committe present a donation to
term goal of
Bob Durkin, President of the Cancer Institute.
their group was,
Adam said, “If what we do prevents one person from
going through what she and we went through, then
that is a win for us.”
It is likely that the group has already achieved
this admirable goal. Their grassroots efforts have
helped to provide cancer screenings for the under/
uninsured through the Cancer Institute CommunityBased Patient Navigation Program. Without this screening
program, it is likely that some of these patients would
have waited to see a doctor until symptoms progressed,
possibly resulting in a diagnosis that would be harder
to treat and have a worse prognosis.
At a time when public funding for nonprofits
has dwindled, support from community groups like the
family and friends of Nancy McCormick is especially
crucial. These groups of people, taking the initiative
to plan and execute community level fundraisers, allow
the Cancer Institute to continue to offer programs
throughout the region. At the same time, these events
can serve as a fun and very meaningful experience.
“Each year people come back to play, and I feel
that it keeps the idea of my mother alive to see that
people want to be involved in this,” said Adam.
If you are part of a group looking for a way to
honor a loved one or simply to benefit the community,
consider contacting the Cancer Institute. Staff is
always happy to provide ideas and operational support.
Since the Cancer Institute invests 100% of its resources
locally, you can be sure that the funds you raise will
stay right here, in Northeastern Pennsylvania.
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