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“ I recently lost my job and health insurance and was 
so relieved you could help me get these important  
cancer screenings. I am grateful your program exists. 

The Navigation Program focuses on barrier  
reduction and facilitating breast, cervical and colon 
cancer screenings for NEPA residents. The  
program helps with identifying and reducing  
hurdles related to screening completion while  
establishing or re-establishing medical homes for 
the targeted population.

Screenings Make a Difference

Partnerships
We continue to work with our partners at the 
Edward R. Leahy Jr. Clinic for the Uninsured, 
Maternal and Family Health Services, the Scranton 
Primary Health Care Center, the Wright Center 
for Primary Care, Volunteers in Medicine, and 
Wayne Memorial Community Health Center. We 
are pleased to report that we recently added the 
United Neighborhood Center Community Health  
Program as a partner. 

In 2010, the need to provide assistance to the low  
income population of the region led the Cancer  
Institute to launch the Community Based Cancer 
Screening Navigation Program. The Cancer  
Institute program begins with screening and is a 
community based program operating across health 
care systems, free-standing practices and public 
and private agencies.

Fecal immunochemical test

The chosen screenings, breast, cervical and colon 
are widely recommended, successful in detecting 
and preventing cancer, offer statistically reliable 
cost effectiveness yet remain under utilized.

“Our partnership with the Cancer Institute Cancer 
Screening Navigation program helps us provide  
important cancer screenings to uninsured  
residents who otherwise would not be able to afford 
a screening that could potentially save their lives. 
The Navigators also help the Leahy Clinic to  
improve screening behaviors by providing education 
about the importance of screening and risk  
reduction.” 
-Edward R. Leahy Jr. Center Clinic for the  
Uninsured 

Despite evidence that regular cancer screenings 
can save lives and reduce healthcare costs, there are 
numerous barriers to getting screenings for many 
of our regions’ residents that include but also go 
beyond lack of adequate health insurance. 



For more information, contact:
Karen Ryczak
Northeast Regional Cancer Institute 
1-800-424-6724 
karen.ryczak@scranton.edu 

 

The program exceeded its annual screening targets in 2013 through 2016. To date, the navigators have 
facilitated more than 2,500 cancer screenings. The long term impact of this initiative for the people of 
northeast Pennsylvania promises to be profound. Screening compliance can ease concerns and result in  
prevention/early detection for many participants. The program helps to reduce pain and suffering, 
increase effectiveness of treatment, lower costs to the community and ultimately increase the health and 
well being of our most vulnerable residents. 

“With so much on my plate, working and caring for my  
family I don’t always take care of myself. Thank you for  
continuing to contact me to encourage me to get my  
screenings done.You are so caring and helpful.”

The Northeast Regional Cancer Institute is a nonprofit community-based agency serving seven counties in  
northeast Pennsylvania with offices located in Scranton and Wilkes-Barre.  Focusing on surveillance, community 

and patient services, and hospital and practice support services, the Cancer Institute invests 100% of its resources locally.

About the Northeast Regional Cancer Institute
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Impact

Patient Navigation Staff: 
Stephanie Earl, Patient Navigation Staff Assistant 

Pauline Kozik, Patient Navigation Assistant 
Jamie Littlejohn, Information Systems Specialist 

Judith Rose, Patient Navigation Assistant 
Karen Ryczak, Patient Navigation/Surveillance Coordinator 

Laura Toole, Vice President of Community and Patient Services 


